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Increased Interest Increased Interest 
in Small Hydroin Small Hydro

State and industry State and industry 
initiativesinitiatives

Inquiries at FERCInquiries at FERC

More preliminary More preliminary 
permits and permits and 
licenses/exemptions licenses/exemptions 
in last 3 yearsin last 3 years
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Technical ConferenceTechnical Conference

Panel 1:  FERC Pre-Filing Process
Hydro Green Energy, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
National Hydropower Association, American Rivers,
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

Panel 2:  FERC Post-Filing Process
Symbiotics, U.S. Forest Service, Colorado
Governor’s Energy Office, New York Department of
Environmental Conservation
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Written CommentsWritten Comments

Over 40 comment letters

Comments from industry; federal, 
state, and local agencies; private 
citizens; and Non-governmental 
organizations
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What We HeardWhat We Heard

Eliminating FERC jurisdiction over certain types 
of small projects (statutory)
Expanding the definition of conduit exemptions 
to include projects on federal lands (statutory)
Expanding the definition of 5-MW exemptions to 
include projects at federal dams (regulatory)
Creating an automatic approval process or a 
new process (regulatory)

While some While some commenterscommenters said no changes are said no changes are 
needed, others recommended . . .needed, others recommended . . .
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What We Heard What We Heard (cont.)(cont.)

Extending the maximum term for preliminary 
permits (statutory)

Allowing applicants to use any of FERC’s 
licensing processes without seeking FERC 
approval (regulatory)
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Adding tools to the FERC website and revising 
FERC’s guidance documents (administrative)

Holding workshops to educate developers on 
the licensing process (administrative)

What We Heard What We Heard (cont.)(cont.)
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FERC Action PlanFERC Action Plan

Adding new web-based resources to 
www.ferc.gov

Updating MOUs with other agencies to improve 
coordination

Continuing our small hydro hotline and email 
address to answer applicant questions

Educating potential small hydro developers via a 
new education and outreach program
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WebWeb--Based RoadmapBased Roadmap

Selecting a project site Selecting a project site 
ෑෑ

Determining if a project is jurisdictionalDetermining if a project is jurisdictional
ෑෑ

Selecting a FERC processSelecting a FERC process
ෑෑ

Consulting with stakeholdersConsulting with stakeholders
ෑෑ

Preparing a license/exemption applicationPreparing a license/exemption application
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ScheduleSchedule

Complete new webComplete new web--based resources on based resources on 
www.ferc.govwww.ferc.gov by August 2010by August 2010

Add resources to the existing Add resources to the existing 
““Small/ LowSmall/ Low--Impact HydropowerImpact Hydropower”” pagepage
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